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Scholarship Application Essay
Growing up in a devastatingly impoverished community has always made me feel trapped. Apart from the danger of hopelessness that comes with a life in which even the most basic needs such as food are barely accessible, I realized that poverty often creates a cataclysmic cycle of desperation that forces even the sanest people to make horrific life-changing decisions. In my case, I grew up with a foreboding about my future because of the deprivation in my family and my community deep in the heart of Haiti. I therefore slowly slipped into a mindset that conditioned me to fear the state of neediness, and I unconsciously let this fear drive my motivation to be successful. When I was young, I specifically persevered through sleepless nights and cold mornings while studying with the idea that education was my golden ticket to a life in which I would have enough money to forget what poverty felt like. I look back at this mindset with a sense of wistfulness because I have learned over several years that poverty isn’t simply the lack of money. Due to my tendency to oversimplify matters, it took me quite a while to realize how broken systems within my community and Haiti, in general, have fostered incessant poverty among those in the lower classes of the society.
I have agonizingly watched exceptional talents succumb to a diseased education system that conditions students to prioritize rote memorization to pass examinations instead of active and lifelong learning. Such a system discourages many Haitians from exercising their mental capabilities outside of cramming such as creative thinking and utilizing their talents to solve problems in the community. Consequently, the education system churns out graduates who contribute little to the education system and the society since they are barely taught how to apply what they learn in class to solve real-life problems such as poverty. Similarly, the cultural systems consistently embrace non-progressive notions about success, with those having the most amount of money being worshipped. Even worse, financial literacy within my community remains at an all-time low, with very few individuals seeking to learn more about how they can escape the cycle of poverty. Therefore, there is an urgent need for a shift in the education systems in my country, as well as the cultural mindset adopted by most people regarding success and financial management.
Additionally, I have observed how faulty leadership systems have crippled any development efforts in my community and the country in general. From my observation, deplorable living conditions have programmed most of the people in my country to adopt an individualistic outlook that conditions them to consider the wellbeing of other people around them as an afterthought. More specifically, the desperation that comes with poverty has a way of turning a normally reasonable person into an opportunist who grasps at every opportunity available to escape poverty. In most cases, such opportunities come with leadership positions, where someone has relatively unsupervised access to the community resources. In such cases, even the leaders with good intentions easily give in to corrupt practices because not only is everyone around them corrupt, but also no one is held accountable for corrupt and selfish practices while in public positions. This also points to faulty corrections and supervision systems in Haiti. Due to these lapses in major systems within my community and Haiti, many lower-class individuals cannot access public resources, let alone opportunities for financial progress. Such is the predicament that my family is in.
I believe that individuals can be catalysts of transformation by finding ways of inspiring the members of the community towards uprooting the wrong systems and progressively replacing them with beneficial ones. I am convinced that joining Hult University will expose me to a plethora of innovative ideas from exceptional minds from all over the globe, which will expand my perception of the solutions facing my country. More precisely, I aspire to pursue a Bachelor of Business Administration to expand my understanding of how leadership can be used to inspire changes in the right direction within a community, especially regarding financial decision-making. I was specifically enticed by the multidisciplinary approach that is utilized by Hult University, which I believe is essential in the dynamic contemporary world that necessitates incorporating knowledge from various sources in effectively solving real-life problems. I also look forward to contributing to the elite community at Hult University with my leadership qualities and attention to detail, as well as my excellent communication and teamwork capabilities. My creativity and flexibility will also be beneficial to the community at HULT University.
Joining HULT University will help me fulfill my long-term goal of providing transformational leadership in my community and country that is needed to lay the foundation for repairing the broken systems in my country. My objective is to use leadership to create a framework of close relationships with the individuals in the community based on trust. To establish this trust, I plan on treating my subordinates as equals by providing opportunities for them to express their ideas. Subsequently, I plan to utilize the knowledge gathered from my learning experience at Hult University to understand how we can work together to provide long-term solutions to the problem of poverty in Haiti. As a leader, one of my primary objectives will be to encourage collectivist ideals aimed at increasing the sensitivity of individuals to the needs of those around them. I believe that this will discourage self-interested behaviors that have prevailed in my country for so long. Moreover, I plan on using leadership as a platform for wisely distributing the community resources to every individual in the society to prevent some of the members from being left behind. I believe that Hult University will be perfect in guiding me towards achieving this objective.
